
For many local residents it is a weekly or daily 
pleasure to drop into the cafes and browse the 
shops around Nithsdale Road to sample the  
delights, to read the paper over morning coffee 
and watch the world go by, to greet neighbours 
and shopkeepers, meet family or friends for 
lunch or dinner, or to buy small luxuries or  
essentials: flowers, food, a gift, card or small  
objet d’art from the specialist shops or the local 
butcher, baker and candlestick-maker. This  

delightful hub of our community, known locally as “Kitchin’s Corner”, and originally 
planned to include a shopping arcade, is the subject of an illustrated research project 
by local designer Helen McNamara. The study will show how the venues and area 
reflect the four seasons over the course of the coming year, and look back through 
their history and origins, including the original conversions of the Nithsdale Road 
shops from ground floor flats in 1883. 
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The Trail Starts Here To receive this and fu-
ture issues as an  
e-newsletter  
please email Helen 
McNamara at: 
editor@pollokshieldsheritage.org 

 
 

To celebrate our 20th anniversary, we recently 
“trailed” the first two of our three new Heritage 
Trails during Doors Open Day weekend, where we 
hosted guided walking and bus tours based on the 
Trails. Including a guided walking tour in  
Dumbreck, we were accompanied by over 100  
participants.  
The complete set of three Heritage Trails will be 
launched early next year on completion of the 

third, which celebrates local craftsmen and artisans who lived and worked here.  
The first two Trails offer walks starting from local railway stations around the villas 
and tenements, highlighting notable architecture, architects, builders and key  
former residents. Until the launch of the full set, the first two published leaflets can 
be picked up at our events. Reference copies will be held in the local library and in 
local schools. 

 
 

 

  

Café Culture & Shops For An Art Lover 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Do you know of other 
local artists or art  
programmes that we 
should feature? Send your  
recommendations to : 
editor@pollokshieldsheritage.org 
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Local Artist Norman Gilbert 
Norman Gilbert has spent the last 60 years  
working in Glasgow and for much of it painting in 
the spacious first floor studio within his  
Victorian townhouse in Shields Road,  
Pollokshields, where he lives with his wife Pat, also 
a trained artist. 
Born in Trinidad in 1926, of Scottish parents,  
Gilbert decided, following a four year career in the 
Royal Navy from the age of 17, to make painting 
his career “that would last a lifetime”. At Glasgow 
School of Art in the early 1950s he found himself at 
odds with the academic impressionism then  
admired there, but during this period he laid the 
foundation of his style. His paintings depict family 
and friends in highly structured images given form 
with decorative pattern and vivid colour. His most 
recent work depicts the planter-cultivated back  
garden of his house.   
It wasn’t always easy. The family spent two years 
living in a caravan on an estate in Ayrshire with 
Norman tending 200 pigs in the late 1950s while 
starting their family of four sons, but this job gave 
him time to paint.  
In 1974, his work was the subject of a BBC film 
entitled ‘SCOPE’, which can be found on YouTube 
at: 
 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8jPmswim0o 
 
In this fascinating film (and reminder of how we looked in the 1970s!), Norman can be seen 
talking along with his family about his work and their family life. A retrospective in 1992 at the 
Eden Court Theatre Gallery in Inverness, was described by the Scotsman newspaper as “one 
of the most spectacular exhibitions to be held there”; and the late W. Gordon Smith, writing 
in “Scotland on Sunday” said “Well done, Inverness. It’s high time Edinburgh or Glasgow gave 
Gilbert another kick at the ball”.  
Norman Gilbert can be seen here, pictured earlier this year, painting with the same talent and 
vigour that is indeed “lasting a lifetime”. Take a tour of Gilbert’s catalogue and impressive CV 
at: 
http://www.normangilbert.com/   

Local Arts Activities 
In and around Pollokshields and Dumbreck we are privileged to have a wide range of 
activities for artists, art lovers, and for anyone who is an art, design and art history 
enthusiast. These include courses, summer schools, masterclasses and exhibitions, 
aimed at both adults and children. Venues include the Art Studios at the new 
‘Doocot’ Heritage & Arts Centre at House for an Art Lover, pictured here. For a few 
recent and current examples of what is available on our doorstep, have a look at: 
 
http://www.houseforanartlover.co.uk/studio_pavilion_heritage_centre/house_for_an_art_lover_hertitage_centre 

 
http://albertdrivestudios.com/  
 
http://www.nanmckay.co.uk/learning-activities---classes.html  
 
http://www.tramway.org/events/Pages/Time-for-Art.aspx  
 
http://www.pollokshieldsburghhall.com/classes_and_news/history_of_art_classes  
 
http://www.ssaagallery.co.uk/recent-events/  
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New Victoria  

Gardens – the  

oldest allotments in 

Scotland, first  

established in 1871 – 

picked up two  

Glasgow-wide 

awards this year: 

the St Mungo Cup, 

won by Norman 

Smith, and the  

Sustainable Site 

Award, following a 

presentation given 

by NVG president 

Fiona Sutherland. 

Pictured above are 

the proud plot- 

holders receiving 

their awards from 

Councillor Frank 

McAveety at Pollok 

Family Day in  

August.  

Planning & Conservation Matters 

Growing The Great War Archive  
As promised in our last newsletter, we are building local archive resources towards  
commemoration of the centenary of the start of the First World War in 2014. We are very 
grateful to Valerie Rodgers and Richard Whincop who have provided us with shared access to 
the St. Ninian’s Remembrance Book, which is their own research into the members of the 
local Episcopalian church who sadly lost their lives in WW1 and are commemorated on a  
Memorial Plaque in the church. For this and other resources, including images of the Kingston 
Bowling Club Memorial Plaque and more information gathered on John K. Skinner, go to: 
http://www.pollokshieldsheritage.org/History/WW1_Archives.html  

 

Also of related interest, ScotlandsPeople, the official Scottish genealogy resource, has  
announced the launch of the Valuation Rolls (VRs) in Scotland for 1915. This is the first time 
that the rolls have been published online. Fully searchable both by name and address, the 
Valuation Rolls provide a fascinating snapshot of Scotland during the First World War, and 
record the names of owners, tenants and occupiers of each property, unlike the full lists of 
family members to be found in the censuses. For more, go to: 
 http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  

Responding to planning applications is one of our key roles, often supporting groups of  
residents to object about issues affecting their immediate neighbourhood or local listed  
buildings. Recent examples include objecting to both the proposed installation of a 17.5m high 
mobile phone mast on St. Andrews Drive at Maxwell Park, and an application to remove the 
designation of the former bowling club at 4 St. John’s Road as greenspace – a major departure 
from City Plan 2 and the Glasgow Open Space Map. Fortunately both applications were  
refused. We also argued against an application to simplify the new Sainsbury’s store on 
Darnley Road by removing a conditioned corbelled brick detailing. This feature was designed 
to reflect the simple but robust detailing of the neighbouring Edwardian tenements. Though 
the application was refused the applicant has only built a watered down version of the detail – 
a disappointing outcome.  
 
We are often asked for advice on tree removal. With regard to trees in a conservation area, 
restrictions are described in Scottish Planning Series: Planning Circular 1 2011: Tree  
Preservation Orders (TPO). The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) 
Act 1997 section 172 requires anyone proposing to cut down or carry out work on a tree in a 
conservation area to give their local authority six weeks prior notice. This is to give the  
council an opportunity to consider whether a TPO should be made in respect of the tree. Any 
notified works must be carried out within 2 years from the date of the notice. However if you 
do not notify them and go ahead with removing trees you can be fined up to £20,000! For 
more information go to:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2011/01/28152314/9 
 
In relation to listed buildings, we responded robustly to the proposal to remove the zero rate 
of VAT for alterations to listed buildings, writing with our concerns to the Treasury, HMRC, 
MPs and MSPs for this area, as part of the consultation response to the proposal.  
The Heritage Alliance is also calling on Government to reverse the surprise Budget 2012  
decision to withdraw VAT relief on approved alterations to listed buildings. 
Up to now approved alterations to listed buildings have been exempt from VAT. This means 
that projects that have “altered listed buildings” have not had to pay VAT on their work at 
20%. A building is altered when its fabric, such as its walls, roof, internal surfaces, floors, stairs, 
windows, doors, plumbing and wiring is changed in a meaningful way. Read more at: 
 http://www.theheritagealliance.org.uk/2012/04/17/vat-2012-campaign-toolkit/ 
 
For interest regarding the new Historic Environment (Amendment) Scotland Act 2011, and 
implications for carrying out unauthorised work to a listed building, go to: 
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/index/heritage/environmentbill/whatisthebill.htm 
 
A private house conversion in Sutherland Avenue is used as an exemplar of inspirational design 
by the Scottish Government. Read the case study at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Built-Environment/AandP/InspirationalDesigns/ProjectType/ConversionUrban/Sutherland 



To become a member 
of Pollokshields  
Heritage, go to: 
www.pollokshieldsheritage.org/ 

  
The Fotheringay Centre 
is located at 63 Fotheringay 
Road, G41 4NN at the  
corner of Beaton Road  
adjacent to Hutchesons' 
Grammar School who  
purchased, restored and 
developed the church  
building to include a multi-
purpose auditorium and 
lecture theatre. Close to 
Maxwell Park railway sta-
tion, the centre is also  
readily accessible from 
Crossmyloof railway station.  
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In December four artists, including Pollokshields resident Louis Skehal, are presenting a selection 
of their work, for sale, at Maxwell Park Station. The artists are: 
Robyn McLean, jewellery designer/maker, whose work (pictured here) is based around the 
relationship between the body and the mind, using a range of mixed media including silver, resin 
and dyed bone to convey ideas of fragility and strength. 
Vicki Williamson, painter & photographer, whose work involves juxtapositions of situations 
and events via the use of mixed media.   
Annabel Sinclair, a painter, based at the Courtyard Studios in Irvine, whose work reflects the 
human form, and who uses mixed media to invoke colourful energy. 
Louis Skehal, sculptor, whose work represents our relationship to place, boundaries and self, 
often through large scale architectural works. Drawings and photographs will be on display/sale. 
 

December 13th Opening 5-9pm 
December 14th – 16th 12-7pm 

Art at Maxwell Park Station 


